


The Angel Shark Project
The Angel Shark Project was set up in 2014 to safeguard the future of Critically Endangered  
angel sharks throughout their natural range.

These amazing predators spend much of their time camouflaged in sand ready to ambush unsuspecting 
fish that swim within reach. Three species of angel shark were once widespread throughout the East 
Atlantic and Mediterranean – Angelshark (Squatina squatina), Smoothback Angelshark (S.oculata) and 
Sawback Angelshark (S.aculeata). Decades of unsustainable fishing have led to their decline throughout 
their former range and angel sharks are now some of the most endangered fish in European waters.  
All three species are listed as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List.

The Angel Shark Project works across the distribution of these species, collaborating with partners 
across the range. Two current focal areas are Angel Shark Project: Canary Islands and Angel Shark 
Project: Wales.

The Canary Islands is a unique stronghold for the Angelshark (S.squatina), the only place where 
this species is regularly sighted in large numbers. Angelsharks are protected in the Canary Islands 
through inclusion on the Spanish Endangered Species List and under EU Law.

Our Partners
The Angel Shark Project is a collaborative effort by the below stakeholders: 

ULPGC 
The University of Las Palmas in Gran Canaria (ULPGC) is one of the leading Spanish universities,  
a leader in the use of new technologies and research related to marine and maritime areas,  
it is comprised of 153 research groups covering all fields of knowledge.

ZFMK 
The Zoological Research Museum Alexander Koenig (ZFMK) is one of the largest natural history 
research museums in Germany. The museum has earned its reputation as a leader in the 
documentation, research, and interpretation of biodiversity. 

ZSL 
Zoological Society of London is an international conservation charity, and our vision is a world 
where wildlife thrives. We’re working every day to achieve this, through our science, our field 
conservation around the world and engaging millions of people through our two Zoos, ZSL London 
Zoo and ZSL Whipsnade Zoo.






